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	Greeks were the first people to define and explain the protagonist known as an epic hero. Born out of tragedy, these heroes show a sense of heroism through great and shockingly wonderful mythology. An epic is simply defined as a poem obtained from an ancient tradition that tells stories of heroes. An epic hero embodies characteristics such as courage, which helps them achieve greatness. Many known Greek Epic Poems such as The Odyssey and The Iliad, portray these heroes and their actions.  Some examples of epic heroes include King Arthur, Siegfried, Gilgamesh, and Beowulf. Odysseus and Gilgamesh share several qualities, bravery is one of them where a hero displays tremendous resilience in fighting against opposing forces.
	Odysseus was born to Laertes and Anticela. Laertes was the king of Cephallenians a small group who lived in the Ionian islands. His son was known as Lord Odysseus before ascending to power, “I am Laertes’ son, Odysseus. Men hold me formidable for guile in peace and war”. He displays bravery from his encounter with the Polyphemus, where Odysseus and his army get caught in a quagmire and most of his men die from an attack by the creature. Surprisingly, Odysseus pushes on and comes up with an escape plan, offering the creature wine and stabbing its eye stabs its eye, and escapes. He also shows bravery by descending to the underworld to meet Tiresias where he said “Of all creatures that breathe and move upon the earth, nothing is bred that is weaker than man.” Again, showing his bravery. 
	Gilgamesh, born to king Lugalbanda and goddess Ninsun. He was regarded as a demigod and had physical abilities that surpass those of normal men. Gilgamesh displays bravery in his unending quest for immortality by going through hard predicaments. He kills the beast Humbaba by thrusting a sword on his neck. Despite the beast's brutality, he braves on to defeat it. Gilgamesh's enormous bravery through these acts. Unlike Odysseus who performed acts of bravery to help the afflicted, he displays bravery by acts of violence and war. Gilgamesh's rule was characterized by the ruthless and brutal use of force. 
	Epics, mostly depicting the values of their culture in ancient times from which they were derived. Cultural values, for example, the importance of religion and the hierarchy of government (The King, soldiers, and the people) are depicted in both Odysseus' and Gilgamesh's tales. In the ancient Mesopotamian and Greek cultures, gods were considered very important and were worshipped. Unlike Odysseus and Gilgamesh, Eowyn, a shieldmaiden of Rohan born to Eomund and Theodwyn displays courage in place of bravery, she’s famously remembered for making this courageous statement "Hinder me? Thou fool. No living man may hinder me!". When the men were deploying for war, she questioned Aragon by saying "Shall I always be left behind when the Riders depart, to mind the house while they win renown, and find food and beds when they return?" despite the fear of being killed. 
	In conclusion, heroism means an individual who in the face of danger shows courage and bravery to put their life on the line or sacrifice an important thing in their life for the greater good of the afflicted.  Admiration of one's achievements and the nobility of their actions is what makes one a hero, for example, a kid who donates one of their kidneys to their dad,  immediately becomes their dad's hero. The nobility of deciding to offer help in the face of danger without benefiting best describes what heroism is. These tales of great heroes offer a better perspective to the phenomenon that is heroism where brave and courageous men and women lay their lives bare for the betterment of their nations. 
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